
 

Your details will be dealt with in accordance with the Public Records Act 1973 and the Privacy and Data Protection Act 2014.  Should you have any  
queries or wish to gain access to your personal information held by this department please contact our Privacy Officer at the above address. 

 

Application number:  2021_004482 
 
 
Mr Eugene Siow 
5/350 Queen Street 
MELBOURNE    3000 
 
 
Dear Mr Siow 

 

Thank you for your application of 27 July 2021 requesting permission to conduct research in 

Victorian education settings, for the research project titled Graduate Teacher Survey 2021/2022.  

 

I am pleased to advise that your research proposal is approved in principle, subject to the following: 

 

1. The research is to be conducted in accordance with the final documentation you provided to the 

Department of Education and Training. 

 

2. Research is to be conducted in accordance with Victorian government health advice, including 

public health directions related to COVID‐19, and any adjustments to research methodology 

requested by participating settings in this regard.  

 

3. Separate approval for the research is to be sought from school principals, who are the final 

decision‐makers as to whether the research is to be conducted in their schools. It must be made 

clear to each principal that you approach that their school’s participation in the research is 

optional and is not a Department requirement. Recruitment of research participants at 

education sites can only commence after approval has been sought from Principals/and or site 

managers.  

 

4. Principals should be provided with this approval letter and, if applicable, the letter of approval 

from a relevant and formally constituted Human Research Ethics Committee.  

 

5. Principals and site managers are to be provided with clear guidance regarding the project, 

including all relevant information regarding the potential time burden to sites and individuals, 

proposed research methodologies, and risk mitigation strategies which may relate to the 

project.  

 

6. All individuals participating in the research project should be provided an explanatory statement 

about the research project and active, informed consent needs to be obtained from all eligible 

participants. 
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24 August 2021  
 
 
Mr Eugene Siow 

Eugene.siow@srcentre.com.au  
 
Dear Mr Siow 
 
I am in receipt of your communication requesting the participation of Schools in the Diocese of Ballarat in your 
Research Project: Graduate Teacher Survey 2022 (a follow up to the 2019 Initial Teacher Education Survey). 
 
I am pleased to advise that on the basis of information you have provided and the agreed protocols of the four 
Victorian Catholic Dioceses, I grant permission for you to approach the Principals of our schools seeking their 
involvement in the project.  You will understand that many requests are made to our schools and I am conscious 
of the time commitment required by participants.  With this in mind I stress that the decision as to whether or 
not to participate rests with the individual Principals. 
 
The following general conditions apply to all persons/institutions conducting research in schools in the Diocese 
of Ballarat: 
1) The decision as to whether or not your research can proceed in a school rests with the School Principal.  For 

each school in which you wish to do the research, you must obtain approval directly from the School 
Principal. 

 
2) You are requested to provide the Principal with an outline of your research proposal and the likely time that 

participation in the research project will demand.  A copy of notification of approval from the appropriate 
Ethics Committee should also be provided to the participating school. 

 
3) A Criminal Record check is necessary for all researchers visiting schools and should be shown to the Principal 

before starting research in each school. 
 
4) No student is to participate in your research study unless s/he is willing to do so and permission is given by 

a parent/guardian.  Sufficient information must be provided to enable a parent/guardian to make an 
informed decision (opt-in approach preferred).  Permission to participate would generally be indicated by 
means of a consent form, signed by a parent/guardian and returned to the school.  You are requested to 
liaise with the School Principal to assist in the writing of a letter to parents/guardians regarding information 
about the research project. 

 
5) You are permitted to contact schools as needed. 
 
6) Any substantive modifications to the research proposal or additional research involving use of the data 

collected will require a further research approval submission to this office. 
 
7) Data relating to individual students or schools is to remain confidential. 
 
8) I will look forward to receiving a copy of the research findings and would expect that you offer such results 

to participating schools. 
 
I take this opportunity to wish you success with your research project. 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
Tom Sexton 
Executive Director Catholic Education Ballarat 

mailto:Eugene.siow@srcentre.com.au


 
 

 

 

 

 

13 April 2022 

 

 

Mr Eugene Siow 

Research Director 

The Social Research Centre 

Level 5, 530 Queen Street 

MELBOURNE   VIC   3000 

 

Email:  eugene.siow@srcentre.com.au  

 

 

Dear Mr Siow 

 

Re: Research in Catholic Schools in the Diocese of Sale 

 

Thank you for your correspondence dated 11 October 2021 in which you have submitted 

an application to conduct research entitled Graduate Teacher Survey 2022 in Catholic 

primary and secondary schools in the Diocese of Sale.  

 

I give permission for you to approach the schools in this Diocese. 

 

This in principle approval is subject to the attached Research in Catholic Schools – 

Standard Conditions. In particular, please note items three and four which state that 

participation in the survey must be sought from participants on an ‘opt in’ basis. Further, it 

is a requirement for researchers working on a one-to-one basis with children in schools, 

to present a current Working with Children Check to the school principal.  

 

It is important that you understand that the final permission for you to undertake this 

work in a Catholic school in the Diocese of Sale rests with the principal.  

 

Should you require further information please contact Mr Richard Wans, Manager: 

Leadership and Professional Culture via email rwans@doscel.catholic.edu.au or phone 

5614 5107. 

 

With best wishes 

 

Yours sincerely 

 
 

Maria Kirkwood 

Director of Catholic Education - Diocese of Sale  

Chief Executive Officer - Diocese of Sale Catholic Education Ltd. 

mailto:eugene.siow@srcentre.com.au
mailto:rwans@doscel.catholic.edu.au


 

 

 

 

 

23 August 2021 

 

Eugene Siow                  eugene.siow@srcentre.com.au  
Level 5, 350 Queen Street 
MELBOURNE VIC 3000 
 
 
 
Dear Eugene, 

Re: Graduate Teacher Survey 2022 (a follow up to the 2019 Initial Teacher Education Survey) 

I am pleased to advise that, in relation to schools in the Diocese of Sandhurst, your research proposal is 
approved subject to the following standard conditions: 

1. You are able to commence your research in 2021, while adhering to COVID Safe requirements and 
considering the added challenges presented to schools during these times.  

2.  The decision as to whether or not research can proceed in a school rests with the Principal of that 
school. You will therefore need to obtain approval directly from the Principal of each school that you 
wish to involve. 

3.  You should provide each Principal with an outline of your research proposal and indicate what will 
be asked of the school.  A copy of this letter of approval and a copy of the notification of approval 
from the relevant Ethics Committee should also be included.   

4. No student is to participate in research study unless s/he is willing to do so and informed consent is 
given by a parent/guardian. 

5. You should provide a list of schools which have agreed to participate in the research project to the 
Professional Development section of this Office. 

6. Any substantive modifications to the research proposal, or additional research using the data 
collected, will require a further research proposal approval submission to this Office. 

7. Data relating to individuals or schools is to remain confidential. 

8. Since participating schools have an interest in the research findings, you should discuss with each 
Principal, ways in which the results of the study could be made available for the benefit of the school 
community. 

9. At the conclusion of the study a copy of the research findings should be forwarded to  

Catholic Education Office, Sandhurst 

Attn: Deputy Director: Learning & Teaching 

(Note:  should the research be carried out over more than one year, a progress report is required each 
December) 

I wish you well with your research study.  If you have any queries concerning this matter, please contact  
03 5443 2377 or research_ces@ceosand.catholic.edu.au  
 

Yours sincerely 

 

Maureen Cann 
Senior Education Officer: Leader of Pedagogy 

mailto:eugene.siow@srcentre.com.au
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